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MAIN IDEA: On a daily basis, Jesus looked for the initiative and 
leadership of the Father and joined him, and we are invited to do 
the same… a prayer-aware partnership throughout each day. We 
can be surprised by stumbling upon what the Father is doing, OR 
we can build our lives around looking for, seeing and joining him in 
his work. 

John 5:1-15 

 

 

 

 

 

16 So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the 
Jewish leaders began to persecute him. 17 In his defense Jesus 
said to them, “My Father is always at his work to this very day, 
and I too am working.” 18 For this reason they tried all the more to 
kill him; not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even 
calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God. John 
5:16-18 

1. God the Father is ALWAYS WORKING all around us, all 
the time. 

“No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me 
draws them…” John 6:44 

 

 

2. We, like Jesus, JOIN THE FATHER in work already in 
progress. 

“I can do nothing on my own initiative.” John 5:30 NAS 

 

 

19 Jesus gave them this answer: “Very truly I tell you, the Son can 
do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father 
doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. 20 
For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, and 
he will show him even greater works than these, so that you will 
be amazed. John 5:19-20  

3. We must acknowledge that we CAN DO NOTHING 
eternally significant in and of ourselves. 

“I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me 
and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me 
you can do nothing.” John 15:5 ESV 

“Unless the LORD builds the house, the builders labor in vain. 
Unless the LORD watches over the city, the guards stand 
watch in vain.” Psalm 127:1    

 

 

4. We keep our EYES OPEN (literally) and look for what the 
Father is doing.  

“Now the gates of Jericho were securely barred because of the 
Israelites. No one went out and no one came in. Then the 
LORD said to Joshua, “See, I have delivered Jericho into your 
hands, along with its king and its fighting men.” Joshua 6:1-2  

 

 

5. The heavenly Father LOVES US and wants to show us 
what he’s doing, so we can join him. 

“…the Father himself loves you because you have loved me 
and have believed that I came from God.” John 16:27  

 
 
 
 
 
 


