ARE THERE BIBLICAL ROLES FOR MARRIAGE?
August 19, 2012 Ephesians 5:22-25 by Bob Branch
Living Out Our Inheritance In Christ, Part 25

Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to
the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is
the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior...
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and
gave himself up for her... Ephesians 5:22-23, 25

MAIN IDEA: “Are there Biblical roles for marriage?”

1.

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he
created him; male and female he created them. Gen. 1:27 =V

Different

Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should
be alone; | will make him a helper fit for him.” Gen. 2:18 ESV

“helper” (Is. 30:5; Ez. 12:14; Hos. 13:9)
“like-opposite”

And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and
multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion
over... every living thing that moves on the earth.” Gen. 1:28

2 ROLES: A and

Both women and men get to “play the Jesus role” in
marriage— Jesus in his sacrificial authority, Jesus in his
sacrificial submission.

HEADSHIP IS the responsibility of leadership, direction,
protection, sustenance. Different, not better. Not Control.

Jesus is the for both... Head and

Submitted to the Father.
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Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ
Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count
equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself,
by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of
men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a
cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on
him the name that is above every nhame, so that at the name of
Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and
under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Philippians 2:5-11 ESV

The Son defers to his Father, taking the subordinate role. The
Father accepts the gift, but then exalts the Son to the highest
place. Each wishes to please the other; each wishes to exalt
the other. Love and honor are given, accepted, and given
again. Kathy Keller

Both spouses submit... Wives
as Strong-Helper and Husbands
as Servant-Leader.

When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes
and returned to his place. “Do you understand what | have
done for you?” he asked them. “You call me ‘Teacher’ and
‘Lord,” and rightly so, for that is what | am. Now that I, your
Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should
wash one another’s feet. | have set you an example that you
should do as | have done for you. Very truly | tell you, no
servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater
than the one who sent him. John 13:12-16

Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great
among you must be your servant,... Mark 10:42-45

the other is the biblical foundation for
Christian marriage.

BALANCE-POINTS...

What's your serving-as-a-gift temperature?

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ
Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count
equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself,
by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of
men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a
cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on
him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of
Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and
under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Philippians 2:5-11 ESV

The Son defers to his Father, taking the subordinate role. The
Father accepts the gift, but then exalts the Son to the highest
place. Each wishes to please the other; each wishes to exalt
the other. Love and honor are given, accepted, and given
again. Kathy Keller

Both spouses submit... Wives
as Strong-Helper and Husbands
as Servant-Leader.

When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes
and returned to his place. “Do you understand what | have
done for you?” he asked them. “You call me ‘Teacher’ and
‘Lord,” and rightly so, for that is what | am. Now that |, your
Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should
wash one another’s feet. | have set you an example that you
should do as | have done for you. Very truly | tell you, no
servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater
than the one who sent him. John 13:12-16

Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great
among you must be your servant,... Mark 10:42-45

the other is the biblical foundation for
Christian marriage.

BALANCE-POINTS...

What's your serving-as-a-gift temperature?



