
FIRST APPEARANCES 
April 1, 2018     John 20:19-23     by Bob Branch 

EASTER 2018 

19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the 
disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of 
the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he 
showed them his hands and side. The disciples were 
overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 21 Again Jesus said, 
“Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am 
sending you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and 
said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s 
sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, 
they are not forgiven.”  John 20:19-23 

BIG IDEA: The power surge of Jesus’ resurrection 
launched the movement and still transforms and 
launches us today! 

1. The risen Jesus ____________________, despite our 
fear and closed lives. 

“the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, and 
Jesus came and stood among them!” 

“I stand at the door and knock. If you hear my voice 
and open the door, I will come in, and we will share a 
meal together as friends.” Revelation 3:20 NLT 

 

2. The risen Jesus _________________ and assurance. 

“Peace be with you!” 
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“If you had only known on this day what would bring 
you peace…” Luke 19:42 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.” John 
14:27 

“I have told you these things, so that in me you may 
have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But 
take heart! I have overcome the world.” John 16:33  

 

3. The risen Jesus ________________ he is truly alive. 
The resurrection is fact, not fiction. 

“he showed them his hands and side. The disciples 
were overjoyed when they saw him.” 

“if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you 
are still in your sins.” 1 Corinthians 15:17 

 

4. The risen Jesus _________________ us to be his 
hands and heart to a sin-sick world.  

“As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.”  

“Go everywhere in the world and tell everyone the 
Good News.” Mark 16:15 GW 

“God authorized and commanded me to commission 
you: Go out and train everyone you meet, far and 
near, in this way of life, marking them by baptism in 
the threefold name: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.” 
Matthew 28:18-20 Message 
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